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The learners' role in the asynchronous online discussion forums and
their influence on the development of critical thinking and social
learning skills for postgraduate students

Dr. Mohamed Kamal Afify
Assistant Professor of Educational Technology
Department of Curriculum, Teaching Methods and Educational Technology
Faculty of Education, Al Arish University, Egypt

Studies in the field of education have proven the effectiveness of using
Asynchronous Online Discussion (AOD) and their ability in improving the
learning outcomes for many students. This research aims at researching the effect
of assigning the learners’ roles in designing and managing the Asynchronous
Online Discussion Forums (AODs) within the e-learning management system (the
Backboard). The roles to be assigned include different ones (the director, the
supervisor, the researcher, the theoretician, the participant, the reader) and other
roles specified in the previous literature. The objective behind this is to uncover
the new designing variables that integrate to encourage students to attend and
interact widely with the comments of others in the online discussions. As well, it
targets showing the effect of this interaction on improving the critical thinking
skills, and social learning skills for students of higher studies in the Faculty of
Education. The researcher has followed the developmental approach as including
description, development and experience. The researcher also used the one-group
experimental design besides a pre- and post-performance test during two
experimental treatments. The research includes one independent variable which is
assigning the learners’ roles for designing and managing the asynchronous online
discussion forums. The roles assigned are four roles: supervisor, researcher,
summary writer, and the reader; and it includes two dependent variables which
are: critical thinking, and social earning skills. The sample of the research
consisted of 35 students from the students of higher studies in the Faculty of
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Education at Imam Abdul Rahman Bin Faisal, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
sample was chosen purposefully, and two tests of measuring the critical thinking
skills and the social learning skills have been developed, besides verifying their
statistical characteristics. Experimental treatments have also been developed to
achieve the objective of the research. And the results showed that assigning
learners’ roles in the asynchronous online discussion forums has attained large
influence in improving all the measured skills of the critical thinking. And it has
also contributed to improving the skills of social learning for the sample of the
research. Besides, the results revealed the impact of the different roles on these
skills. And in the light of this, the study has presented many recommendations and
suggestions concerning the design of cooperative learning environments through
asynchronous online discussion forums to be considered by the teachers of
electronic curriculum, the educational designer and the researchers.

Keywords: Asynchronous Online Discussion, learners' roles, critical thinking skills,

social learning
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